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Agenda 

• Rationale 

• Course Management Systems 

• Wikis 

• Blogs 

• Twitter 

• Service Learning 



Rationale 

• Online courses require a different approach 
than in-person ones for engaging students 

– Blackboard has certain limitations that technology 
can help overcome 

• Technology can allow for active learning 

• Professional librarians must engage with new 
technologies constantly, and any additional 
practice is beneficial 



Course Management Systems 

• Blackboard 
• Google Sites 
• Etc. 

 
Uses for CMS 
• Can be used in teaching  
• Can be used by instructors for internal communications 

– Blackboard as an intranet for communications among professors 
regarding doctoral student application, for ad hoc working 
groups, etc. 

– Adjunct instructors for Principles of Cataloging and Classification 
have a Google Site they can use for sharing assignments, 
lectures, readings, etc. 
 



 



Wikis for drafts and revisions 

Using wikis in Cataloging for record creation exercises: 
• Each student chooses a book that could be in the kind of library in 

which they want to work 
• Book, T.p., etc are photographed, link made to Amazon’s page 
• Book is then cataloged 

• Grade given for students’ posting of draft assignment in the wiki 
• Grade given for students’ peer assessment of two classmates’ work  

• In the case of confusion or inconsistencies, students are responsible 
for finding the right answer –either through contacting me or working 
it out on their own as a group 

• Grade given for final product  
• in my experience, that product is much improved over non peer-

reviewed records or even records that I have initially graded. 

 
 
 



Benefits and drawbacks 

Benefits 
• Allows students to explore cataloging a book that is 

meaningful or relevant and personalized 
• Difficulties are not engineered: self-published books, 

challenging series statements, etc. are just part of it 

• Allows students to communicate with each other safely 
• Allows students to articulate questions they have about 

applying concepts (and potentially to explain to others, 
thereby increasing their comfort level) 

• Sharpens students’ close reading and editing skills 
• Saves my time on grading a first round of submissions, and 

ultimately produces a better result and I feel, allows for 
more learning 
 



Benefits and drawbacks, continued 

Drawbacks 

• Much more labor-intensive in terms of grading 
to make sure all students have done all steps 

• Very difficult for me to assess records if I don’t 
have the book in hand 

– Means that for just about every book, I have to 
create a new cataloging record  

– I may not catch every idiosyncrasy (but maybe 
that’s not the most important part of this exercise, 
really) 
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posts a draft 
of a 
metadata 
record  

Comments 
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reviewers 



Blogs 

• Currently, using blogs to post job ads 
– Reverse chronological listing means those getting 

ready to graduate could actually use as a job board 

• Section for comments is designed to allow 
students to discuss requirements, what else they 
might need to learn (XML, etc.) 

• Anyone can post a blog post, so contributions are 
open to students as well as the professor 

Drawbacks 
• Not necessarily a priority to maintain as the 

semester wears on 



“Blogs” tool in Blackboard 

 



Possibility: Twitter for 
communication 

• In Emerging Technologies for Libraries, students of all levels 
are required to look into 24 new-to-them technologies over 
the course of the semester 

• Each week, they tweet about the experience using the class 
hashtag (#muemtech) 

• Getting Cataloging or Metadata students involved in the 
Twitter Cataloging community may be more satisfying than 
subscribing to AutoCat or BIBFRAME-L, etc. 
• Susan Rathbun-Grubb has done some really fun things with 

Twitter in Cataloging 
• I’m still thinking about how exactly Twitter might work for 

serious communication 



 



Service learning 

• Students in the Fall 2012 Principles of Cataloging and 
Classification conceptualized, designed, and created 
metadata for two end of term projects for the 
Binghamton University (NY) Department of Public 
Administration’s Masters capstones 
– Students designated the fields, then used the actual Best 

Practices documentation created by the librarians to 
complete the records 

– Students created records using the actual library software, 
getting feedback from the instructor and the metadata 
librarian on their submissions  
• They also got feedback from their classmates through the wiki 

record creation procedure described above 



Benefits and drawbacks 

Benefits 

• Anecdotally, students were pleased to be doing a 
service to real patrons 

• Anecdotally, students took the work very seriously 
– Didn’t want to make mistakes because they understood 

that the capstones might be hidden if not cataloged 
correctly 

• Partner institution (BU)was pleased to have the heavy 
lifting done on record creation even if those records 
weren’t 100% perfect 

• Drawbacks: none that I can see at this time 



 



Service learning, continued 

• The all online spring 2013 Metadata class has two 
service-like opportunities involving technology: 
– Assignment to create TEI records for archival letters 

• These letters were photographed by a doctoral student in 
the French Department at our university 

• The University of Missouri’s institutional repository 
MOspace will host these files once they are completed by 
students 

– Option: work on a large-scale end-of-term group 
project to organize an online journal project through 
Binghamton University. 



THANKS. QUESTIONS? 


